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There is a lot of work that goes into preparing for Christmas.   

It seems like the task for preparing for Christmas gets earlier each 

year.   One of the things that I appreciate and love about my wife 

Colleen is that she does a lot of work preparing for Christmas.  Sheôs 

thinking about what to do for Christmas and who to buy for months 

in advance.  Sheôs the one in our family who is responsible for               

decorating our home and making sure that presents are bought and 

given.  Sheôs the one that makes sure we have a Merry Christmas.  

   

The season of Advent is traditionally known as a time of 

preparation for the coming of the birth of the Messiah, Jesus Christ.   

One of the arguments about Advent is whether it is appropriate to 

sing Christmas carols because Jesus isnôt born yet.   I donôt have a 

problem with singing Christmas carols during Advent.  When I was a 

Choir Director, I spent the months prior to Christmas planning and 

rehearsing music to be performed at Christmas.   One of the things 

the choirs would do was to practice each week until the time came to 

perform the Christmas selection. 

 

I think we should change the idea of Advent as being a time 

of preparing for the coming of the Christ child to a time of practicing 

for the coming of the Christ child.   Preparing for something and 

Practicing for something are different.    Practicing is more about 

doing.  In the case of my church choirs each time they practiced the 

music they got better at it.   When it came time to perform the piece 

at the Christmas program, they were ready for the arrival of the 

Christ child.   

 

Practicing for the coming of the Christ child will help us be 

ready when he does come.  I know that you are doing a lot to prepare 

for Christmas, but those preparations should include opportunities to 

practice our faith such as showing kindness and empathy, giving  

encouragement and forgiveness to those who have hurt us.    That is 

part of why Jesus came as the Christ child to help do those practical 

things.   Itôs one thing to talk about preparing to do those things                        

versus actually doing them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I will be doing an Advent Sermon Series called Advent:                 

A Season of Practicing.   Beginning on the second Sunday in Advent, 

December 9, I will be talking about practicing kindness, encourage-

ment and forgiveness.   However, this Sunday, December 2, the first 

Sunday in Advent, I will not be preaching.  We will do something 

that First Church has never done.   We will celebrate the Hanging of 

the Greens.  In the past when people came to worship the church was 

already decorated.  Instead we will be decorating the church during 

the worship service as we learn about the spiritual meaning and                         

importance of the symbol of Christmas that we decorate our homes 

and lives with.  We will also be singing Christmas carols and songs.   

On Christmas Eve we will once again have two services.  The first, at 

5:30, will focus once again on acting out the Christmas Story.   The 

second service, at 10:00, will be a traditional service of lessons and 

carols.    Both services will end with a Candle lighting.    I hope that 

you will include all these services in your Christmas preparations. 

 

On a different note I want to tell you that we have complet-

ed a number of projects in the church.  We have painted the menôs 

bathroom and re-covered the stained-glass windows in the Sanctuary 

and Foyer thanks in part to a generous donation from Lee and Grace 

Shockleyôs family.   We have created a prayer chapel in their 

memory in the entrance way of the church in front of the beautiful 

stained-glass window of Jesus.  The chapel is now in the area that 

once was the brideôs room.  It is meant to be a quiet place of                                 

meditation and prayer.   It is open to all during the week during office 

hours.  Call the church or knock on the door.    Weôve also put a new 

roof on the Old Building and parsonage and are almost finished with 

the sidewalk project in front of the rainbow door.    

 

It has been almost 7 months since I came to you as the Pas-

tor of this wonderful church.  I want to thank you for your love and 

support and to tell you that I look forward to the coming new year 

and the many opportunities that we will have to practice our faith that 

is founded in a God of grace and love, in a place where all are                           

welcome and accepted for who they are.    

 

 

Grace and Peace, 

Jeff  
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Sunday              9:30 a.m.  

Nov. 4                            67                 

Nov. 11                           58 

Nov. 18                           65 

Nov. 25                           48 

 

First United Methodist Church          
610 2nd Ave. North 

P.O. Box 1444 

Great Falls, MT 59403 

406.453.3114 

Email: churchoffice@umcgreatfalls.org 
 

Office Hours 
  Mon.~Thurs. 9 am~Noon & 1~3 pm 

Friday 9 am~Noon 
 

Sunday Worship Services 
9:30 am in the Sanctuary 

 

Staff 
Pastor:  Reverend Jeff Wakeley 

Administrative Assistant: Hollie King 

Musician: Sharman Tokerud  

Custodians: Ed & Patty Taylor  

 

Leadership Team: 
Patti Ashmore, Karen Thornton, Carol Perry,  

J.D. Olsen, Nancy Martin, Maryellen Bindel, 

Kay Heal, Joyce Miller, Michelle Marmon, Linda 

Lewis & Cheryl Kingery.  
 

SPRC:  Joyce Miller, Maryellen Bindel & Nancy 

Martin Trustees: J.D. Olsen, Carol Perry &                 

Kay Heal Finance: Cheryl Kingery,                            

Karen Thornton and Michelle Marmon  

 

 

 

 

 
 

ðWe have a weekly e-mail blast that is sent out 

every Thursday with our upcoming weekly 

events and monthly newsletters. If you would 

like to be on this e-mail list,  please call the 

church office with your e-mail address.  
 

ðIf an event needs to be advertised in the                  

Sunday bulletin or in the Thursday e-mail blast,  

I must have it by the Wednesday before the                  

Sunday you want it in.  The deadline for the 

newsletter is the 25th of each month; unless                     

advertised differently.  Please have all                  

information to me by this date to get it in the            

following  newsletter. Thank youð Hollie   

 

Inside this issueé.....     

Grace and Peaces                                                      Page 1 

About Us                                                                             Page 2 

Holding in Prayer & Birthdays                                           Page 3 

United Methodist Women & Poinsettias                            Page 4 

Reverse Advent Boxes                                                        Page 5 

Hanging of the Greens & Thank youôs                               Page 6 

Once Upon a Nativity                                                         Page 7 

Making Connections & Service Opportunities                   Page 8 

December 2018 Calendar                                                    Page 9                                                                     

Advent Schedule                                                                 Page 10 

Rides for Vets Offering                                  

in November was $60.40 

Thank you for your      

support of this                        

wonderful mission! 

Visit us on the web 
www.umcgreatfalls.org 

or 

www.facebook.com/1stumcgreatfalls 

 

The Prayer Chain of First United Methodist Church is 

now up and active!  If you or a family member is in need 

of prayer, call  the Church at 453-3114 with your prayer 

request.   Your prayer request will then be relayed to            

Pastor Jeff and the lead persons on the Prayer Chain.         

If your prayer need is immediate and the Church Office is 

not open, contact Lee Funk (315-8400) or Virginia Piatt     

(761-0668). Pastor Jeff and the Prayer Chain will be      

notified of your need.  The power of prayer is mighty!  
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For Healing:    
Isabella Goldsmith( daughter of  Sarah & Jeff Goldsmith), , 
Lois Holter, Lee Mattingly, Nellie Brown Walker, Jere Cater, 
Kate McArthur, daughter of Montana Dist. DS Deb Christine,  
Norma Hooker, Ray Watson, Kevin Eddy (friend of Pastor 
Jeff), Clarence Borske, Linda Stuart, Eva  Burroughs, Jay Scur-
lock, John Winter, Jon Wilkins, (son-in-law of Mary Bryant), 
Sharon Graham, Opal Borske, Dorothy Holman, Pete 
Cladouhos, and Clarence Borske Jr.. 
 

For Continued Prayers:   
Debbie Allen (daughter-in-law of Laurae Allen-Headley),  
Landon Vallier (great-grandson of Linda Lewis), Keith Olsen, 
Jean Setter, Dana Moody (niece of Jay & Eleanor Scurlock), 
Darlene Braaten, Rev. Joe & Toni Lawson, Beckie Frisbee, 
Cheri Brown (daughter of Lee Mattingly), Barbara Rooney, 
Bud Rooney, Tyler Brown (grandson of Lee Mattingly),     
Trevor Atcheson (friend of  Beverly Constan), Darrold      
Martin, Ernest Hampton, Claire Stone (Granddaughter of 
Ruth Stone), and Gary Stuart. 
 

* UPDATE*  Jere Cater had serious setback 3 weeks ago and 
has been in ICU since then. Your prayers are his lifeline and 
we are so grateful! He is making very slow progress with tiny 
baby steps.  Currently he is still on ventilator but largely 
breathing on his own. He is less sedated and a little more alert. 
"Our soul waits for the Lord; he is our help and shield. ... Let 
your steadfast love, O Lord, be upon us, even as we hope in 
you."  Psalm 33:20-22.  May God richly bless all in the church 
as we enter the matchless season of Advent!   Nancylee Cater.  

Cards of well wishes can be sent to P.O. Box 8547 Warner 
Robins, GA 31095. 
 

Strength and Support:   
Our prayers and sympathy are extended to Ray and Kathy 
Little Simonsen on the death  of Rayõs father, Jerry D.          
Simonsen, in Great Falls on November 3, his memorial ser-
vices was held on Friday, November 9. 
 
Our love and prayers are also extended to Ric and Gayla 
Goodrich Mauseth on the death of Ricõs father, Richard     
Lawrence Mauseth on November 10.  His funeral service was 
held on November 14. 
 

Love and prayers are also extended to family and friends of 
long time member Betty Hayes, who passed away in                       
November in Nebraska.  Funeral services were held 11/7. 

 

Love and prayers extended to the Borske family on the loss of 
Opalõs sister-in-law Betty Heimbigner on November 22, her 
service will be December 1 in Chester. 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

December  Birthdays  

Athlene Stokke 12/3 

Theresa Garsjo 12/6 

Harold McElroy 12/6 

Catherine Hurd 12/9 

Eric Abarr 12/14 

Marcus Frisbee 12/20 

Isaak Thornton 12/20 

David Mathers 12/24 

Joshua Oatman 12/29 

Sarah Schumacher 12/29 

Gayla Mauseth 12/30 

 

90+ Birthdays  

Harold McElroy will be 100 on 

December 6 

and 

Catherine Hurd will be also be 

100 on December 9 

 

Anniversaries  
 

Corb & Jeri Browne 12/27 

Looking aheadé. 

 

We will host Family Promise January 6-13, 2019. 

Please contact Carol Perry at 406-452-6296 or 

Cheryl Kingery at 406-761-4029 if you are                   

interested in being an overnight host or hosting a 

dinner meal. Thank you for your support in this 

mission of the church. 
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               THE CHRISTMAS TEA- A BEAUTIFUL TRADITION 
 

For many ladies our U.M.W. CHRISTMAS TEA is one of the first events entered on their 

December calendars.  Itôs a ñdonôt missò kind of gathering that brings together friends, both 

old and new.  
 

This yearôs festive party will be held on Saturday, December 8 at 1:00 p.m. in the Van Orsdel Hall.  The    

chosen theme is ñThe Legend of the Christmas Bell.ò  Entertainment will be by the Bill Wadman family 

group of musicians, singing to their accompaniment, which includes several different instruments. 
 

The women from all neighboring Methodist Churches have been invited and all of us look forward to                          

renewing acquaintances.  A special offering is for the Intermountain Childrenôs Home in Helena, which                   

provides a loving safe haven for abused and neglected children and youth, or those whose parents are unable 

to provide a stable home. 
 

This is an open invitation to ALL women.  No reservations are required, and we hope you bring a guest! 

 
é.Also the U.M.W will hold their annual no host Christmas Unit luncheon at Danteôs on December 19 at 

11:30 a.m. Please contact Virginia Piatt @406-761-0668 or Sue Watson @406-268-1093 to RSVP. 

 

 

 

Itôs holiday time and we will be filling our worship space with colorful poinsettias in memory or in honor of 

our loved ones. If you would like to contribute a poinsettia and wish to bring the poinsettia to the church, 

please fill out form below and place it in the offering plate or return to the church office no later than                        

December 17 to let us know the name of the person/persons you wish to honor/ remember. We would like       

to have poinsettias placed in the sanctuary for the December 24 service, (you are welcome to bring your     

poinsettia at anytime to place in sanctuary the week of December 17. If you wish to have the church order the 

poinsettia for you, we can start taking orders now. Please notify the church office at 453-3114 or drop the form 

in Sundayôs offering plate along with $20.00 to cover the cost of a poinsettia by December 17. Thank You.      

 

 

FROM:  

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

IN MEMORY OF 

________________________________________________________________________________________                                  

 

IN HONOR OF: 

________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

I will bring a poinsettia to the church______________  

 

I wish to have the church office order a poinsettia and enclosed is $20.00  

 

_____________  
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Reverse Advent Calendar Boxes are back by popular demand 

 

Started by Julie Van Rosendaal, a food writer from Calgary, Alberta, the tradition of the                   

Advent Calendar was  intended as a countdown to Christmas where you would receive a gift 

each day of advent season. ï for it is better to give than to receive.  

 

Here is how it workséé..  
 

In December pick a box, bag or a basket (we will have boxes available at the church) and   

every day in December put one item for one or all of our wonderful Missions:   

 

First English Helping Hands (tuna, peanut butter, pasta, pasta dinners, toilet paper), gloves, 

school supplies for area High Schools, canned food for the area Food Bank pantries, supplies 

for our weekly lunch program (bottled water, apples sauce, crackers, Vienna sausage, raisins), 

and the Whittier School wish list (see list belowðplease have Whittier supplies back by                   

December 16 so they can be distributed by December 21).  

  

All other items will be due on Sunday, December 23rd items will be blessed and distributed.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Whittier Teacher Wish List 
 

Black low odor expo markers, Play dough, Clorox wipes, Glue sticks, Pencils, Dry erase      

markers, Chart paper 1 İ, Small black expo markers, Crayons, Colored pencils, Foam Dice, 

Fat dry erase markers, Pens, Erasers, Gallon zip lock bags, Crayola markers, Tacks for bulletin 

board, Sticky notes, Stickers, 10 x 13 dry erase pockets, Small treasure box toys appropriate 

for primary grades, Glue sticks, Smelly stickers, Teddy Bear Counters or something fun to 

count with, Pattern Blocks, Achievement Awards, Black Sharpies, Various colors of expo and 

dry erase markers, Mechanical pencils and 0.7 lead, Wide ruled composition notebooks,                

Peppermint candies ( to take before assessment to help us focus), Lavender smelling lotion                

(to help keep us calm during assessments) 
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On December 2 the First Sunday of Advent  we are 

having a Hanging of the Greens Worship service.                                           

Communion will be on December 9. 

 

Hey kids, bring your parents and join me 

on Saturday, December 15th from 9:30am 

ïNoon, upstairs in the social hall for 

Bethlehem Breakfast. 

We will have pancakes and sausage, sing 

songs, do crafts and learn all about Godôs 

greatest work of art, his son, Jesus.   

Hope to see you there!! 
 

Mallory, the Gallery Mouse 

 

ðDear UMW, When I count my blessings this Thanksgiving, Iôll certainly thank God for you!  Your generous 

donation of $100.00 is helping the Great Falls Rescue Mission to share the abundant blessings of the Thanks-

giving season with neighbors who have often struggling to survive.  On behalf of all those who will be blessed 

by your bountiful gifts and faithful prayers this season and beyond, thank you from the bottom of my heart.  

God bless  you this Thanksgiving and always. Jim Kizer, Executive Director  

 

ðFirst United Methodist Women, Thank you for your recent donation of $100.00 to help feed the hungry in 

Cascade County through the GFPS Homeless Program.  Your compassion and generosity make our efforts to 

meet the growing demand for food throughout the area possible. Thank you again for all you do to                

support our efforts in fighting hunger in Montana.  Shaun Tatarka Executive Director of The GF community 

Food Bank. 
 

ðThank you Mark Quiroz and Tara King for the wonderful updates in the menôs bathroom and the work in 

the new District Office on the 2nd floor.  It looks GREAT! 

 

ðAs the Christmas Season approaches, I would like to thank the 

ladies who do Hospital Visitation.  They are Jeanette Butts, Carole 

Hull, Linda Lewis, Lee Mattingly, Carol Perry, and Athlene 

Stokke.  In addition, Mary Bryant does the Fifth Monday and Fifth 

Friday as well as checking at the hospital three times a week.  

Brenda Landsiedel is the alternate. Thanks to all of you and Merry 

Christmas.  Sue Watson 

Join the University of Providence Cantus Choir 

as we give our final concert of the semester! 

Thursday, December 6, First United Methodist 

Church sanctuary, 7:00 pm, free! There will be a 

small reception  in the upstairs social hall after with 

cookies and cocoa, and we'll be taking goodwill             

donations to benefit the First UMC. Meghan A. 

Wakeley, director, Lindsey Nussbaum, accompanist. 
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Coffee and Conversation meet at 10:00 a.m. 

Tuesday mornings for coffee, treats and                         

wonderful fellowship in the Van O Hall.   

 

TGIF Flock Group is a small group that meets 

for dinner and fellowship once a month.  Flock 

will meet on the 14 of December at 6:00 p.m. at 

the Amigo Lounge--1200 7th Street South.    

Please RSVP with Sue Watson by December 12                       

if you will be attending for a head count @                  

406-268-1093.  All are welcome to join. 

 

Faith and Film is a small group that meets once a 

month for a  movie and snacks.   In December, 

Faith and Film will be having a New Years Eve 

party on Monday, December 31, 2018, 6 p.m. At 

Shirley Tonkin's house.  We will watch The Man 

Who Invented Christmas starring Dan Stevens and 

Christopher Plummer. Our second film is The 

Christmas Chronicles starring Kurt Russell.  

Please join us and bring a snack to share. 
 

Chatty Hatters:  Chatty Hatters  last  meeting of 

the year will be on December 7, they will be     

having a pot luck in the social hall at noon.  Please 

call Jeanette if you have any questions or                   

concerns at 453-5291.  

 

Menôs Breakfast:  Pastor Jeff has a Menôs  

Breakfast on the 3rd Sunday of each month in     

the upstairs social hall at 8:00 am.  All men of the 

church are encouraged to attend and bring a guest.  

The next breakfast will be December 16, 2018 

@8:00 a.m. 

 

 

 

 

Service  Opportunities 
 

Coffee Fellowship~ Hosts are needed for Coffee                 

Fellowship gatherings. The coffee makers are always 

ready to plug in. Tea, ice and cold drink mixes are  

available for hosts who wish to prepare them. Beyond 

that, a host is asked to provide a  simple treat for about 

25-30 people. Help is always available for anyone who 

doesn't feel they ñknow the ropes.ò To take a turn, 

please sign the sheet on the bulletin board in the Van O. 

Hall. Thank you to all Coffee Fellowship Hosts! 

 

Liturgist~ A liturgist, who participates in the worship 

service, may read announcements, scriptures and the call 

to worship, while the minister preaches the sermon,                        

offers prayers and blesses sacraments. To volunteer 

please call Jeanette Butts at 406-453-5291.  

 

Dec. 2ðJohn Stephenson-Love 

Dec. 9ðLinda Gnojek 

Dec. 16ðDianna Fallon 

Dec. 23ð  Jeri Browne 

Dec. 24 (5:30)   Rev. Jeff 

            (10:00)  Rev. Jeff 

Dec.30ðCheryl Kingery 

 

Communion Stewards~ To volunteer, Please call             

Marlene Brumfield @  406-453-5918. 
 

December Communion Steward~  December 11 & 24, 

Karen Thornton                                             

 

Worship Greeters~ To volunteer, please call Jeri 

Browne @ (cell) 702-556-3535. You will need to be at 

your post by 9:15 am. 

 

Dec. 2ðDave & Michelle Marmon 

Dec. 9ðDave & Patty Olson 

Dec. 16ðJill Sorbakken & Jeanette Butts 

Dec. 23ðLee Mattingly & Virginia Piatt 

Dec. 24ð(5:30) Marlene Brumfield & Rise Pelloni 

                (10:00) Jeri Browne & Mary Ballowe 

Dec. 30ðConnie Smith & Carol Perry 

 

Advent Candle Lighters~ 
 

Dec. 2ðLinda Gnojek and Family 

Dec. 9ðAmanda Kohut and Family 

Dec. 16ðJill Storbakken and Family 

Dec. 23ðPatti Ashmore and Family 

Dec. 24 (5:30)               

            (10:00) 

 

Kitchen Laundry for Dec. ~Carol Perry  

 

Mission Outreach for December~ We are collecting 

for the reverse Advent BoxesðSee page 5 for more  

details.                 
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Sun Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat 

       
      1. 

 
 

1st Sunday of Advent 
2. 

9:30 am Worship  
Fellowship following service- Van O 

 

 

3. 
 

6pm Girl Scouts-SH 
7 pm Al Anon-Brown 

7pm Boy Scouts-down 
 
 

4. 
  

10am Coffee & Conv. Van O 
4pm Cello-Brown 

5:30 pm Yoga-Sanc. 
 

 

5. 
 

7:30 am TOPS-Brown. 
8am Men's Group 
4pm Cello-Brown 

 

6. 
 

5pm TOPS-Van O 
4pm Cello-Sanc 

7pm Concert-Sanc 
  

7. 
 

12pm Chatty Hatters End of Year 
Pot Luck-SH 

 8. 
 

1:00PM U.M.W.  
Christmas Tea-Van O 

2nd Sunday of Advent 

9. 
9:30 am Worship 

Fellowship following service- Van O 
Communion at service  

  
Fill sack lunches at  

fellowship after Worship 
Service  

 

10. 
 

6pm Girl Scouts-SH 
7 pm Al Anon-Brown 

7pm Boy Scouts-down 

 11. 
 

10am Coffee & Conv. Van O 
 4pm Cello-Brown 

5:30 pm Yoga-Sanc. 
 

12. 
 

7:30 am TOPS -Brown 
8am Men's Group 

4pm Cello-Sanc 
6pm Cub Scouts-Down 

 

13. 
 

5pm TOPS-Van O 
4pm Cello-Sanc 

5:30 pm Yoga-Sanc 
 

14. 
 

6pm TGIF FlockñAmigo 
Lounge 

  
 

15. 
 

9:30am Bethlehem Breakfast-SH  

3rd Sunday of Advent 

16. 
 

8am Menõs Breakfast-SH 
 

9:30 am Worship 
Fellowship following service ñVan O 

 
 

Vets Offering 
 

 

17. 
 

6pm Girl Scouts-SH 
7 pm Al Anon -Brown 
7pm Boy Scouts-down 

 

 

18. 
 

10am Coffee & Conv. Van O 
4pm Cello-Brown 

5:30 pm Yoga-Sanc. 
 

 
 

19. 
 

7:30 am TOPS-Brown 
8am Men's Group 

1pm UMW Circle ðDanteõs 
4pm Cello-Sanc 

6:30pm  Cub Scouts ðdown 
 

    
 
  

20. 
 
5pm TOPS-Van O 

4pm Cello-Sanc 
5:30 pm Yoga-Sanc 

21. 
 
 

22. 
 
 

 

4th Sunday of Advent 
23. 

 
9:30 am Worship 

Fellowship following service- Van O 
 
 
 

 

30. 
 

9:30 am Worship 
Fellowship following service- Van O 

24. 
 

Christmas Eve 
Services 

5:30 & 10:00 PM 
 
 
 

31. 

Office Closed 
25. 

 
10am Coffee & Conv. Van O 

4pm Cello-Sanc 
5:30 pm Yoga-Sanc 

6pm Cub Scouts-SH 
 

 

26. 
 

7:30 am TOPS-Brown 
8am Men's Group 

4pm Cello-Sanc 
6:30pm  Cub Scouts ðdown 

 
 

 

27. 
 

5pm TOPS-Van O 
4pm Cello-Sanc 

5:30 pm Yoga-Sanc.  

28. 
 
 

29. 

D e c e m b e r  

2 0 1 8 

SH~Social Hall 
Van O~ Van O. Hall 

Brown~Brown Parlor  
DownñDownstairs 
MRñMedia Room 
Sanc.ñSanctuary  


