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You could hear Madeline’s Beater car coming home
from a block away. Beaters tend to be heavy, simple, gas
guzzling automobiles built before the age of catalytic con-
verters, non-skid brakes and plastic bumpers.

For many years, Madeline lived quietly on the edges
of a small Wyoming town. She had been widowed early, her
adult sons living in distant cities. Not much kept Madeline
home. She loved to go out and about to church and commu-
nity events volunteering her skills and energy to a wide vari-
ety of causes. And she loved her car. The boys didn’t worry
too much about their mom’s driving. The big heavy clunker
she had owned for decades would keep her safe in case of a
fender bender. (Her fender was bigger than your fender and
she had good insurance.) Her children’s primary worry was
the method by which she parked her car each evening.

No one was quite certain how it started, but some-
where about the time Madeline found herself living alone for
the first time in her adult life, she developed a habit of mak-
ing a noisy and flamboyant entrance into her one and a half
car garage. She sped up the block before making a sharp turn
toward her well-cared for brick home. The moment she hit
the concrete, her foot slammed hard against the brakes clear
to the floorboard. The car responded by locking all four tires
and skidding noisily toward the building. Upon stopping,
mere inches short of the wall, she would switch off the en-
gine, reach gracefully for her purse and calmly exit the vehi-
cle. She never, ever hit the wall of the garage. And her sons
never, ever talked her out of her spectacular skidding parking
routine.

Sadly, I never met Madeline in person. But I will
never forget her. One day, early in my pastoring career, |
received a phone call from a family who had just lost their
elderly mother. One memorable afternoon, I sat on a plastic-
covered floral couch sipping iced tea, while Madeline’s chil-
dren told tales of the fascinating woman who was their moth-
er. I don’t think I have ever, before or since, laughed so hard
making a bereavement visit. We laughed until we were
breathless as they shared the adventures their elegant, if
slightly quirky, mother.

Although it has been many years since I heard her
stories, I smile every time I park my car in a garage (slowly
and carefully) and think of Madeline speeding down a quiet

Notes from the Preacher Woman

Wyoming street and skidding to a heart-pounding stop with
such precision and aplomb. She was someone who never
took herself, or life, too seriously and she taught her children
to appreciate a life filled with laughter and love, with a soup-
con of risk to keep things interesting.

That one afternoon spent listening had an immense
impact on my life. I felt honored to get to know someone in
death whom I had never known in life (a privilege I have had
often in my years of learning the art of pastoring). It helped
me realize that there is something truly sacred in the act of
telling our stories to one another. And, perhaps even more
important, we don’t truly know another person from hearing
our well-intentioned words. No matter how powerful and
compelling our words may be, we learn to love and appreci-
ate one another through what we do with our time, our ener-
gy and our actions. If I act with love, I will teach love. If 1
act with daring, I will teach courage. If I act with laughter, I
will teach acceptance, resilience and joy.

I don’t know that I will ever try Madeline’s ap-
proach to parking my car. (My children will be relieved!)
But I hope to carry a bit of Madeline’s spirit along with me
wherever I go—and create some really good stories we can
share together.

Blessings, Pastor Nancy
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We are now on

r mmer
First United Methodist Church ou .Su ©
610 2nd Ave. North worship schedule
P.O. Box 1444 at 9:30 a.m.

Great Falls, MT 59403
406.453.3114
Email: churchoffice@umcgreatfalls.org

We are no longer

Reverend Nancy Slabaugh Hart collecting empty printer
406.453.3114 office ink cartridges for the Boy
406.315.1277 home

406.439.8918 cell Scouts. Thank you

Email: njshart@hotmail.com

Office Hours
Mon.~Thurs. 9 am~Noon & 1~3 pm
Friday 9 am~Noon

Sunday Worship Services
9:30 am Sanctuary

Staff

Pastor: Reverend Nancy Slabaugh Hart
Administrative Assistant: Hollie King
Musician: Sharman Tokerud
Custodians: Ed & Patty Taylor

Visit us on the web
www.umcgreatfalls.org

facebook.

www.facebook.com/Istumcgreatfalls

L] L]
EDiamond Cab Taxi Service is available for Sun- H
day worship service and all church meetings. It is
paid for by the church. Call Diamond Cab at 453-
" 3241. Give them enough time to make an appoint- "g
ment for you. Once you are at the church, just sign o
m a voucher for their records.
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o i UMW &
Waomen .
Circle News

Thank you to Mary Ballowe for taking
care of the kitchen laundry for the month
of July.

There will be NO UMW or Circle
Meetings in June, July or August.
We will start back up in the fall.
Have a wonderful summer.

Rebecca Circle will meet for a no-host
luncheon at Dante’s on Wednesday, July
16 at 11:30 a.m.

Dear Frist UMC,

I wish to extend my personal thanks to you
on behalf of the Ft. Harrison VA Montana
HCS patients and staff for your recent
donation. The commitment you have shown
to our patients demonstrates you concern for
America’s heroes.

Sincerely, Terry Casey,
Voluntary Service Program Manager
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Juiy bir#hé’ays

Mary Ballowe 7/4
Rise Pelloni 7/4
Dave Deffenbaugh 7/6
Mike Staigmiller 7/8
Ed Rooney 7/10
Leonard Waring 7/12
Helen White 7/13
Ayla Taylor-Powell 7/15
Robert Falk 7/16
Tom Key 7/19
Linda Carey 7/22
Dustin Braaten 7/23
Jean Strong 7/23
Christine Mathers 7/24
Christopher Roberts 7/25
Roger Wichman 7/26
Zach Deffinbaugh 7/28
Walter Featherston 7/29
Della Wichman 7/29

Anniversary’s this month

Leonard & Suzanne Waring 7/10

Ed & Patty Taylor 7/16

Dustin & Jayce Braaten 7/21
Wiley Kendle & Patti Ashmore 7/25
John & Beckie Frisbee 7/27

Sunday 9:30 A.M.
June 1 64
June 8 57
June 15 90
June 22 70

June 29
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Service
Opportunities

Coffee Fellowship~Hosts are needed for Coffee
Fellowship gatherings. The coffee makers are always
ready to plug in. Tea, ice and cold drink mixes are
available for hosts who wish to prepare them. Beyond
that, a host is asked to provide a simple treat for about
30-35 people. Help is always available for anyone who
doesn't feel they “know the ropes.” To take a turn,
please sign the sheet on the wall outside Van O. Hall.
Thank you to May’s Coffee Fellowship Hosts!

Liturgist~A liturgist, who participates in the worship
service, may read announcements, scriptures and calls
to worship, while the minister preaches the sermon,
offers prayers and blesses sacraments. To volunteer
please call Darlene Bratten at 452-5500 or Jeanette
Butts at 453-5291.

July 6-Jeri Browne
July 13-Jeri Browne

Communion Stewards~To volunteer, call the church
office at 453-3114. Thank you to our communion
steward for June: Jeanette Butts.

Worship Greeters~To volunteer, please call Mary
Bryant at 452-7746. You will need to be at your post by
9:15 am. Thank you to our July Worship Greeters.

July 6—Lee Mattingly, Luella Welsh and Dustin
Gorzynski

July 13—Dave & Debbie Roberts and Elsie
Chamberlin

July 20—B.J. & Michelle Oswood and Dorothy
Holman

July 27—Herb Sherburne, Mick O’Keefe and Connie
Smith

Kitchen Laundry~Sign-up sheets for monthly kitchen
laundry duties can be found outside of the kitchens in
Van O. Hall on the first floor and the Social Hall on the
second floor. Thank you to Mary Ballowe for volun-
teering for the month of July.

Loves & Fishes Fund~This fund is for short-term
assistance for members of the congregation and people
in need in the community. If anyone is interested in
making a donation to this fund, please send it to the
church office.
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Faith & Film

This months film will be Homeless
starring Christine Lahti
July 27 at 6:00 p.m. at the home of Shirley Tonkin.
You can contact Shirley at 761-5112 if you have any
questions or need directions.
Please bring a snack to share.

Welcome Center~Have you noticed our Welcome
Center at the entrance to the sanctuary? We are asking
for any volunteers to help with name tags, give out in-
formation on the church and just helping with our Sun-
day visitors. Please call the church office if interested at
453-3114.

Nurture Outreach~For some members of our congre-
gation who are home bound or just can’t get out as they
used to, a card, phone call or visit can make a big dif-
ference when they are feeling a little down or missing
family and friends who live far away. If you need the
name of someone who could use some TLC, call
Maryellen Bindel at 761-1286.

Brother Van Committee- Besides continuing to work

on the upstairs hall, the Brother Van Experience Com-

mittee has three goals for this year.

1. to repair the mud room at the back of the Brother
Van House Museum

2. to purchase and install a small on-demand hot wa-
ter heater

3. to purchase a fire-proof filing cabinet for the im-
portant documents that are stored in the Brother
Van House Museum.

If you are interested in helping with any of these pro-

jects, please let any of the Brother Van committee

members know or call Suzanne Waring at 453-7771.

Did you know? First United Methodist Church has
an active hospital visitation program that has been in
place for more than 15 years. The program consists of
two teams and we do the visitation on Mondays and
Fridays. When one of our church friends is in the hos-
pital, a member of the visitation team will drop by to
say hello and let them know they are in our prayers. It
is always helpful to Pastor Nancy and to our visitation
teams to know if we have church friends in the hospi-
tal. The Visitation program is just one way that we nur-
ture and care for our “flock.” Please contact the church
office at 453.3114 to let us know when someone is in
the hospital.



Holding in
Prayer

For Healing: Kay Heal, David Robbin, Darrold
Martin, Jean Guile and Clarence Borske Jr.

For Continued Prayers: Jack Burroughs, Evan &
Alice Heisel, Ernest Hampton, Brandi Killian, Claire
Stone (Granddaughter of Ruth Stone), Char
Robbin, Diann Hunt (friend of the Robbin family),
Gary Stuart, Linda Stuart, Lou Bryant, Jeanne Even-
son, Morris Deering (Linda Deering’s father) and
Lauren Fleming,

For those deployed with the military: Brandon
Wuertz

Strength & Support : Our love and prayers are ex-
tended to Ron and Marlene Brumfield and family on
the unexpected passing of Ron’s nephew, Rick
Bobka in Denver last month.

Our love and prayers are extended to Sharman
Tokerud and family on the loss of Sharman’s mother
Margaret Tokerud on June 8.

Making Connections

Coffee and Conversation meets every Tuesday at 10
am in the Van O. Hall. Please join us for coffee, treats
and fellowship. Questions, please call John or Linda
Lewis at 454-3103.

TGIF Flock Group is a group that meets on the fourth
Friday of each month for a dinner and wonderful
fellowship. Please call Sue Watson if you have any
questions at 268-1093.

Masters Men meets Wednesday mornings at 8 am in
the Van O. Hall with a light breakfast and fellowship.
Questions, please call the church office at 453-3111.

First UMC Youth Group will be on break for the
summer, will start back up in the fall!

Happy Hatters meets every 2nd and 4th Monday in
the Van O Hall at 6:30 p.m. All are welcome!
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It's Summer! Let's have some fun! Here are our
trips for the month. Please call to let us know if
you will or will not be able to attend an event.

Contact: Jeri Browne at 761-0102 or
jerian(@juno.com

July 3 -Thursday Paris Gibson Art Museum
@ 10:30 am

Enjoy the b/w photography of Richard
Buswells, as well as the art of Kendra

McClosky, Laurie Hoffman, and Sukha

Worob. Visit the gift shop too. A special lunch
in the museum's Paris Cafe follows with
seating at 12:00 noon. Reservations are
required. Cost: $15.00

July 10 - Thursday Malmstrom Air Museum
(@ 9:45 am
Meet at church and bring ID for admission to
the base. We will carpool to the museum (10
am) as parking is limited. Background checks
required. Following the museum we will have
lunch at Five Loaves. Museum is free.

July 17 - Thursday Symphony & Band
Summer Concert at Centene Stadium
5:30 pm, 6 pm, and 7 pm.
Food vendors will be present, doors open at
5:30, band concert at 6 pm, and the symphony
orchestra at 7 pm. Tickets to be purchased in
advance, so an RSVP is requested. Cost: $5.00.

July 24 - Thursday ... Book Discussion 10 am
""Hotel at the Corner of Bitter and Sweet'" by
Jamie Ford. Bring a snack to share, your book,
and your thoughts. Location at the home of one
of our "ladies"'.

July 31 - Thursday ... Fort Benton @ 9 am
Meet at church and carpool to Upper Missouri
River Breaks Interpretive Center. Learn the
historic of our wild and scenic river, the Mis-
souri. A short film "White Cliffs, Wild River"
and interactive displays for the child in all of
us. (Alternate choice: Museums of the North-
ern Great Plains). Lunch afterward?
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All are welcome to our annual 4th of July Picnic after

the downtown parade!!!!
If you would like to make a donation or want to help, contact Ruthann Knudson
at 406-216-2676. Thanks for your support!

Lapee Family Foundation Grant

Helen Chamberlain Lapee was a faithful member of First UMC Great Falls. She was also the eldest sister and the matriarch of
the Chamberlain family, who have for many years been faithful and generous disciples. Shortly before her death in 2001,
“Aunt Helen” established the Roland and Helen Lapee Foundation. First UMC has benefited from this foundation since its
establishment in 2001. The original intent of the grant was to provide funds for our children’s education ministry. As the
needs of the congregation have changed, so have the funds. They have helped to pay the salaries of our musicians, and most
recently, the funds have made it possible to cover the short-falls in our general operating expenses. And we have a dream!
We look toward a future when we can once again designate all of this annual grant toward vital ministries, missions and pro-
grams. This year, we will use a portion of the fund to get our Loaves and Fishes benevolent fund established. We will also be
doing some adult education events this summer. While it I likely that some of the money will be needed to again assist the
general operations, we hope that all of us will step up in our servant discipleship so we can gradually decrease our dependence
on this gracious gift, and return to the original intent of the family.

Many thanks to the Chamberlain family—EIsie, and daughter Sue Warren for their faithful stewardship of Aunt Helen’s
dream.

A note form our intern

This summer I will be completing an internship here at First United Methodist Church Great Falls. As [ am dis-
cerning my call into ministry, I am eager to have the opportunity to expand my knowledge of the church and gain
new experience and insight to what a call to ministry might entail. I will get to learn first hand what it would
mean to be a pastor in today’s church and I am looking forward to learning more about the big picture of pastoral
duties and also the everyday tasks that accompany the job. I am excited to be a part of hands on experience in fig-
uring out what it means to be a church leader, and a disciple in today’s culture and community and help my listen
closer to where God might be calling me to serve. As an intern, we have devised a series of summer experiments
designed to inspire community outreach and relationship building. Our first experiment, The Celebrate Summer
Party, occurred on Saturday June 14, here at the church and it was a huge success! Originally it was planned to be
outside, but due to the rain we had to move inside into the social hall. Everything fit perfectly-bounce house and
everything! Our goal of building relationships and opening our doors to our neighbors was reached beyond ex-
pectation. We had 96 people in attendance, both church members and neighbors alike! Most people arrived with-
in the first hour and stayed the whole time. The kids spent the hours playing in mounds of homemade slime, eat-
ing donuts from a string, and jumping endlessly in the bounce house. It was wonderful to see parents get active
and involved in activities with their kids. One mother said she was very thankful to have the opportunity to spend
some quality time with her son on the gloomy day. It was a great opportunity for families to spend time with their
kids in a safe, fun environment. Overall, it was a wonderful experience! Thanks to all who made it possible! As
the summer rolls on, I’'m looking forward to working, learning and experiencing ministry with Pastor Nancy and
all of you! Thanks for all of your support!

Abbie
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Developing Healthy Congregations
Integrated Leadership:
Intellect, Emotion, Spirit, & Behavior or”
Anxious Times call for Non-Anxious Leaders”

Anxiety is not a nice feeling! It is the fear of the unknown. It is worse than a known fear...like
fear of the dark. And it is everywhere and affects everyone, especially anyone in any form of leadership, from
parenting to being a CEO. Anxiety travels from one person to the next until, given enough anxiety, a herd of
people is developed where the most anxious is calling the shots!

This seminar introduces you into a way of thinking about and addressing that anxiety. You will come
to appreciate that by maintaining yourself as healthy leader - by providing a non-anxious person in the midst of
an anxious system — your personal family, your professional family, and yes, even your church family will
benefit greatly.

The seminar based on the works of Edwin Friedman “Generation to Generation” and Bowen family
systems theory, will be facilitated by Rev. Bill Selby, Director of the Center for Pastoral Effectiveness. Bill
utilizes his understandings of family systems as well as his background in engineering, education, and ministry
in his presentations.

This experience will stimulate to integrate systems theory into your everyday conversations and leader-
ship and, perhaps, get less sucked in by the natural reactivity that happens within families, businesses, and
even your church. This is especially important during these anxious times.

Open to anyone who lives or works with human beings
First United Methodist Church
July 12,2014 Saturday 9:00-3:00
Please call 406-453-3114 to pre-register.

Fee: A free-will offering will be taken to cover expenses and lunch. The estimated cost is $25 per person
but any amount you can afford will be welcome.

Membership & Discipleship Training

July 25-26

Camp on the Boulder
This weekend is for clergy and laity. They will focus on how to help the people in your pews move
from attendees to disciples. Friday will focus on: What is discipleship and how do you convey that to
your members. Saturday: Focus will shift to how to coach people into becoming disciples—a proven
strategy for helping people grow in faith. This training is by Dr. Phil Maynard and is designed for
clergy and laity to attend together. Preference in registration will be given to clergy and laity who attend
as a team. Training begins at 6:00 pm Friday (with dinner) and runs through Saturday at 4 pm.

To register: https://yellowstone-reg.brtapp.com/Discipleship
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1 2 3 Church office closed 4 5
7:30 am TOPS (Brown) 6 pm Wine and Women
10 am Coffee & Conversation | 8 am Masters Men (Van O) (Celtie Cowbey) | Annuial 4th of July
(Van O) o .
1 pm US Coast Guard (Van- Picnic following
0) )
5:30 pm Yoga (Sanctuary) downtown parade
6 7 8 9 10 12
9:30 am Worsl! p 7 pm Al Anon (Brown) 10 am Coffee & Conversation 7:30 am TOPS (Brown) 5:30 pm Yoga (Sanctuary)
Fellowship following service (VanO) | 8am Masters Men (Van O) | 6 pm Wine and Women
5:30 pm Yoga (Sanctuary) (Celtic Cowboy) 9 am -3 pm
7 pm Maintance Mtg.
(Brown) (FUMC)
Bill Selby
Workshop
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
9:30 am Wo p 6:30 pm Happy Hatters (Van 10 am Coffee & Conversation 7:30 am TOPS (Brown) 6 pm Wine and Women
Fellowship following service 0) (Van O) 8 am Masters Men (Celtic Cowboy)
2 pm US Coast Guard- 7 pm Al Anon (Brown) (Van O)
Brown
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
9:30am Worship | 7 pm Al Anon (Brown) | 10 am Coffee & Conversation 7:30 am TOPS (Brown) | 5:30 pm Yoga (Sanctuary) 6 pm TGIF Flock
Fellowship follo\\ing service (Van O) 8 am Masters Men 6 pm Wine and Women
5:30 pm Yoga (Sanctuary) (Van O) (Celtic Cowboy)
dl » dl —
- > | »
Hollie gone to Secretary Conference Camp or] the Bolder
Membership to Discipleship Training
27 28 29 30 31
9:30 am Wor ‘hip 6 pm Girl Scouts (SH) 10 am Coffee & Conversation 7:30 am TOPS (Brown) 6 pm Wine and Women
Fellowship following service (Van O) (Van O) 8 am Masters Men (Celtic Cowboy)
7 pm Al Anon (Brown) (Van O)
Pastor gone to Western Jurisdiction Program & Arrangements Mtg.
Scattsdale, Az. (Aug 30{Sept 1)
d |-
- »
Please Note: We are now on our SH~Social Hall
Summer Worship Schedule with Van O~ Van O. Hall
ONE Service at 9:30 am on Sundays Brown~Brown Parlor
through Labor Day BR ~ Bell Room downstairs
|
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Join the fun and help support Family Promise!

We have tickets available for the Family Promise day at
the ballpark on Sunday, August, 10th @1:00 p.m.
Tickets are for sale in the church office for $8.00
($4.00 will go to Family Promise).

Please contact the church office at 406-453-3114 if you
would like tickets or have any questions.

FAMILY PROMISE is coming to Great Falls. Churches all over Great Falls are joining together to provide temporary shelter
for families with children. Each sponsoring church will take it in turn to host families for a week at a time. We are hoping for
an October 2014 start up! Stay tuned for more details. In the meantime, we are collecting twin-sized bedding as well as other
supplies we will be needing. If you would like to be a volunteer, we will be needing lots of help in a variety of capacities. Our
Family Promise Mission Team would love to talk to you. Call the church office for more information. FAMILY PROMISE
is coming to Great Falls. Churches all over Great Falls are joining together to provide temporary shelter for families with
children. Each sponsoring church will take it in turn to host families for a week at a time. We are hoping for an October 2014
start up! Stay tuned for more details. In the meantime, we are collecting twin-sized bedding as well as other supplies we will
be needing. If you would like to be a volunteer, we will be needing lots of help in a variety of capacities. Our Family Promise
Mission Team would love to talk to you. Call the church office for more information.
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