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I was working my way down the “easy” hiking 

trails in my Day Trails guide when I came across a sign 

pointing to a “600 year old tree.”  I immediately set off 

in the designated direction, curious to discover what such 

an aged specimen might look like—especially because it 

wasn’t out in the middle of the wilderness, but near a 

popular public park. What must this area have been like 

six centuries ago. 

I’m not sure what I was expecting: something tall 

and broad, with clean lines and a noble canopy like the 

Redwoods in northern California, perhaps. But as I made 

my way in toward where the sign had directed, the bright 

light of a summer morning became dimmed by overlap-

ping branches high above me; soon I was in an almost 

twilight dimness. There were cobwebs connecting the 

scraggly, sparsely leaved branches overhead. I began to 

feel as though I had stumbled into a dark fairy tale, the 

kind where children get lost in the mysterious woods, 

never to be heard of again. The air smelled dusty and 

stale, like an abandoned and forgotten attic filled with 

artifacts of the past.  

When I finally saw the tree, it was indeed enor-

mous. I could not even see to the top of its canopy. The 

trunk was not one solid mass, but dozens of interconnect-

ed and twisted limbs that had grown together over dec-

ades and centuries. The bark was grey with lichen, leaves 

and even ferns a muted green.  Cobwebs wove around 

each branch and covered any scar or gap that it had sus-

tained during its long and venerable life. It was impres-

sive to be standing in a place of such great history and 

natural authority. But there was also a feeling of desic-

cated decay and lingering death.  I did not find the solace 

or ease that I usually find when I am in the forest. It was 

strangely unsettling. 

 

 

 

Fast forward a half dozen years, and I was on an-

other trail, this one covered in wet leaves. I breathed 

deeply to inhale as much of its sharp fragrance as possi-

ble, and the moist air felt gentle on my face and hands. I 

had about an hour before the workshop I was attending 

was due to begin, so I grabbed my raincoat and walked 

quickly up the trail away from the retreat center.  

Fall was not quite finished with discharging the 

leaves off the trees, so an occasional curtain of gold and 

brown swept across the path. I had walked for about ten 

minutes when I came upon the Nurse log. It was enor-

mous, so it must have been ancient before it had fallen 

diagonal to the path I was on.  I might have gone past it 

without pause if it weren’t for the shelf fungus. Shelf 

fungus fascinate me—curved sideways into the trunk of 

the tree, they looked fairy houses, bulging out saucer 

shaped from parallel to the fallen giant.  As I looked 

closer, I noticed other varieties of mushrooms and fun-

gus, green and yellow lichen, great beds of spongy moss, 

and the straight and skinny saplings of trees that one day 

might also be giants of the woods. 

 A Nurse log is one that has died and fallen in the 

forest. But it is not simply a reminder of what has been. 

When a tree dies it has the potential to become the source 

of life for the next generation of trees and other growing 

things in the living forest. The very fact of its death is a 

signal of new life. For when trees become very large they 

can shut out the sun, moisture, and nutrients to the other 

plants and animals, leaving the forest floor sterile and 

dry.  So, when a tree falls and is available to the ele-

ments, gradually accumulating and breaking down layers 

of composting plant life, it becomes not a corpse of the 

forest, but the midwife and mother of a new beginning.  

   

 

  

                           Continue on page 2…………. 
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5ƻƴϥǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƻƴ 
¸ƻǳ¢ǳōŜΗ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǘǿƻ ǿŀȅǎ 

ǘƻ ŬƴŘ ǳǎΥ 
 

umcgreatfalls.org ŀƴŘ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ¸ƻǳ¢ǳōŜ                       
ƛŎƻƴ--ƻǊΧ                                                            

youtube.com/user/FUMCGreatFallsMT   
 

²Ŝ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŀǾŜ 5±5Ωǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƛƴ                                         
ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŶŎŜΦ 

  Rides for Vets offering in 
March  was $45.14                    

Thanks for your support! 

 

First United Methodist Church          
610 2nd Ave. North 

P.O. Box 1444 

Great Falls, MT 59403 

406.453.3114 

Email: churchoffice@umcgreatfalls.org 
 

Reverend Nancy Slabaugh Hart 
406.453.3114 office 

406.315.1277 home  

406.439.8918 cell 

Email: njshart@hotmail.com 
 

Office Hours 
  Mon.~Thurs. 9 am~Noon & 1~3 pm 

Friday 9 am~Noon 
 

Sunday Worship Services 
9:30 am in the Sanctuary 

 

Staff 
Pastor: Reverend Nancy Slabaugh Hart 

Administrative Assistant: Hollie King 

Musician: Sharman Tokerud  

Custodians: Ed & Patty Taylor  

 

Visit us on the web 

www.umcgreatfalls.org 
www.facebook.com/1stumcgreatfalls 
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Notes from the Preacher Women continued.    
 

I love finding Nurse logs in the forest. They fairly vi-

brate with life bursting from every barky pore. And I 

only wish I could bottle the fragrance with its woody-

leafy-moldy-ferny-sun-warmed essence of creation. 

 It is the way of all living things to die. Eventual-

ly, the 600 year old tree will finish dying. It may remain 

upright and become a refuge for birds or burrowing ani-

mals until some winter storm finally fells it. And then, if 

conditions are right, it may join its sister the Nurse log, 

and raise up not just a replica of itself, but an entirely 

new generation of life and grace. 

 Lent is a season of exploring death and resurrec-

tion. I recognize myself more than I would like to admit 

in that venerable old tree—not quite ready to let go of 

pride of place, self-importance, history, authority, ego to 

make room for new possibilities.  I also recognize the 

systems in which I have been complicit during my life-

time—systems that sometimes stand in the way of the 

fecundity of God’s dream for the world. And I wonder. 

Am I able to allow those things that are most in need of 

dying to die—so that God can use me (and our struc-

tures, institutions, churches) as a Nurse log. Can I make 

room for vibrant life by letting go of all that I have ever 

known and depended on? It is a bit scary, but after all, 

this is the season of resurrection, so anything is possi-

ble.   Blessings on the journey,   Pastor Nancy 
  

http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fumcgreatfalls.org%2F&h=JAQFV_uwdAQEcDj35hlZk3zZSvQ_6dONkKrUxCEPPkbCBUw&enc=AZORDw1ySuBdP2tMIz8rwWV9ZpXp__WFZrlZxTOCpDbShYJOvd5CdqDcU9eCVxPxiyr9MMoJMPpVfmF1ZwFJXUY-4GYxczrwsOtazm4bRZfjnVc-vdZGm0BfbAsJxxzJHdsYSM6r30CEp
http://youtube.com/user/FUMCGreatFallsMT
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=facebook+logo&qpvt=facebook+logo&FORM=IGRE
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Holding in Prayer 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
For Healing:    
 
Darlene Braaten, Carole Hull, Sharon Graham, 
Clarence Borske, Ray Watson, John Lewis, Gary  
Stuart, Dorothy  Holman,  Isabella & Olivia 
Goldsmith (daughters of  Sarah & Jeff  Gold-
smith), Pete Cladouhos, and Clarence Borske Jr.. 
 
For Continued Prayers:   
 
Dana Moody (niece of  Jay & Eleanor Scurlock), 
Martha Heberle, John Pelloni (Grandson of  Rise 
Pelloni), Tom Hillstrand,  Elsie Chamberlain, 
Betty Heimbigner (sister of  Opal Borkse), Rev. 
Joe & Toni Lawson, Lee Shockley, Herb Sher-
burne, Beckie Frisbee, Cheri Brown (daughter of  
Lee Mattingly), Barbara Rooney, Bud Rooney, 
Tyler Brown (grandson of  Lee Mattingly), Tre-
vor Atcheson (friend  of  Beverly Constan), Dar-
rold Martin, Ernest Hampton, Claire Stone 
(Granddaughter of  Ruth Stone), Linda Stuart, 
and Jeanne Evenson. 
 

Strength and Support:   
 

The memorial service for Carl Erickson will               
be April 8, 2017 at 11:00 am at First United 
Methodist Church.  Carl passed away at Peace 
Hospice in late January 2017. 
 

Our love and prayers are extended to the family 
and friends of  Jean VanDenBos who passed any 
on 2/23/17.  Services were held at First Church 
on March 25. 
 

Our love and prayers are also extended to the 
family and friends of   Connie Smith on the loss 
of her father Edwin òTedó Byers on 2/20/17. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

April  Birthdays  
 

Jayci Braaten 4/1 

Jean Setter 4/4 

Suzanne Waring 4/6 

Diane McCloskey 4/7 

Mick Taleff 4/10 

Beth Morrison 4/21 

Boyd Wolverton 4/26 

 

Our 90+ Birthdays in April 

 

Jean Setter will be 95 on April 4 
 

Happy Anniversary  

 

Norman & Martha Heberle 

4/27 

We are in need of additional 

Ushers and Technical People 

for Sunday.  If you are                    

interested please contact the 

church office at 453-3114.  

Thank you!! 
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Thursday Study Group 
Meets every Thursday  at 7:00 p.m. in 

the   Media Room.  All are welcome!  

 

 

 

FYI 

We will no longer be collecting Camp-

bell's Soup labels for  Education as 

they have  discontinued their program.   

 

 

 

 

 

Congregations to Ozzy Lake receiving 

his Eagle Scout last month!!! 

 

Congratulations  also go out to Lucas 

and Annalisa Richardson who will be 

having their “BIG” wedding in Michi-

gan this month!    

 

 

 

Sunday                    9:30 a.m.  
 

March 5                                         54 

March 12                                        56 

March 19                                        53 

March 26                                        55 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Coffee and Conversation meet at 10:00 a.m. 

Tuesday mornings in the Van O Hall.  All are 

welcome! 

 

Youth Group meets every Wednesday at    

6:00 pm  in the Van O Hall, through the school 

year.  If you have any question, please call 

Beckie Frisbee @406-453-6839. 

 

TGIF Flock Group will meet April 27, 2017 

at 6:00 p.m. in the Van O Hall.  All are wel-

come! 

 

Faith & Film will meet April 23, 2017 at 6 

p.m. at Shirley Tonkin's house to  watch  

Parental Guidance starring Billie Crystal and 

Bette Middler. Please join us and bring a snack 

to share.  Please join us and bring a snack to 

share.  If you have any questions feel free to 

give Shirley a call at 761-5112. 
 

Wine & Women:   To be announced. 

 

Chatty Hatters:  We will be starting our  

meetings back up beginning on April 7 & 28 at 

1:00 pm in the Van O Hall.  If anyone wants to 

join and doesn't have any experience we will 

be glad to teach you how to do it.  If you have 

any questions please call Jeanette Butts @       

453-5291.  All are welcome 
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Service  Opportunities 
 
 

Coffee Fellowship~Hosts are needed for Coffee 

Fellowship gatherings. The coffee makers are      

always ready to plug in. Tea, ice and cold drink 

mixes are available for hosts who wish to prepare 

them. Beyond that, a host is asked to provide a sim-

ple treat for about 25-30 people. Help is always 

available for anyone who doesn't feel they “know 

the ropes.” To take a turn, please sign the sheet on 

the bulletin board in the Van O. Hall. Thank you to 

Coffee Fellowship Hosts! 
 

 

Liturgist~A liturgist, who participates in the wor-

ship service, may read announcements, scriptures 

and calls to worship, while the minister preaches 

the sermon, offers prayers and blesses sacraments. 

To volunteer please call Jeanette Butts a 453-5291.  

 

April 2—Kenny Sauzo  

April 9—Marlene Brumfied 

April 16—Libby Lake 

April 23—Cathy Sundquist 

April 30—Jack Hollingsworth  

 
 

Communion Stewards~To volunteer, Please call 

Marlene Brumfield @  453-5918 

April—Maryellen Bindel  
 

Worship Greeters~To volunteer, please call     

Cheryl Kingery. You will need to be at your post by 

9:15 am. 

 

April 2—Dave & Debbie Roberts 

April 9—Leonard & Suzanne Waring 

April 16—Louise Falk 

April 23—Virginia Piatt & Mary Ballowe 

April 30—TBA 

 

Kitchen Laundry~Sign-up sheets for monthly 

kitchen laundry duties can be found outside of the 

kitchens in Van O. Hall on the first floor and the 

Social Hall on the second floor.   

April—Carol Perry 

 

Mission Outreach for April—Tuna, peanut      

butter, pasta, pasta dinners & toilet paper for the 

Helping Hands Pantry with 1st English.   

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Thank you First United Methodist 

Church for letting me have my Eagle 

Scout Ceremony within your establish-

ment.  Wyatt Griessmer  

 

Dear Ladies of the United Methodist 

Women, Thank you for the lovely        

reception provided for our mother Alice 

Heisel’s memorial service.  We really 

appreciate your time, efforts and the 

tastey treats!  The Heisel Family  

 

FUMC members and friends, 

I want to thank you so much for all the 

thoughts, prayers, calls, cards, flowers, 

and visits these past several months. It 

has been a challenge, but I have now 

completed my treatments. Hopefully, I 

am on my way to improving. Without 

the support and prayers from all of you, 

I could have never done this. I want you 

to know I felt each and every prayer sent 

my way. Thank you so much. You are 

wonderful friends! 

Darlene Braaten and family 

 

Thank you to the congregation and      

especially Karen Thornton for the lovely 

flowers delivered to me after the      

worship service on March 26.                             

Thank you, Jean Setter  
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Sun Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat 

       
      1. 

Sharman-Sanc. & Van O 
 

Amanda Kohut-Van O 

2. 
 

9:30 am Worship 
Fellowship following 

service 
 

Boy Scouts pancake 
breakfast -SH 

3. 
 
 
 

11am Covenant Group-Van O 
3:30pm Horn-Sanc 
4pm Cello-Brown 

6pm Girl ScoutsñSH 
6pm WCI-MR 

7 pm Al Anon -Brown 
 
 

4. 
 
 
 

10am Coffee & Conv.ñVan O 
4pm Cello-Brown 

5:30 pm Yoga-Sanc. 
 

5. 
 
 
 

7:30 am TOPS-Brown. 
8am Men's Group 

6pm Youth Group-Van O  
 

6. 
 
 
 

5pm TOPS-Van O 
5:30 pm Yoga-Sanc 

7pm Study Group ðMR 
 

7. 
 
 
 

1pm Chatty Hatters-Van O 

8. 
 
 
 

11am Memorial Service for           
Carl Erickson  

9. 
Palm Sunday  

 
9:30 am Worship 

Fellowship following 
service 

 

 

10. 
 
 
 

11am Covenant Group-Van O 
3:30pm Horn-Sanc 
4pm Cello-Brown 

6pm WCI-MR 
6:00pm Girl Scouts SH 

6:30pm Boy Scouts-down 
7 pm Al Anon-Brown 

 11. 
 
 
 
 

10am Coffee & Conv.ñVan O 
4pm Cello-Brown 

5:30 pm Yoga-Sanc. 
7pm Maintenance-Brown 

12. 
 
 
 
 

7:30 am TOPS -Brown 
8am Men's Group 

6pm Youth Group-Van O 
6pm Boy Scouts--Down  

  

13. 
Maundy Thurs 

 
 
 

5pm TOPS-Van O 
5:30 pm Yoga-Sanc 

6pm Seder Supper 
 

14. 
Good Friday 

  
 

7pm Worship Service 

15. 
 
 

 Easter   16. 
7:00am Sunrise service 

at West Bank Perk 
8am Easter Breakfast-SH 

9:30 am Worship 
Easter Egg Hunt following 

service 
 

 
Vets Offering 

17. 
 

11am Covenant Group-Van O 
4pm Cello-Brown 

6:00pm Girl Scouts SH 
6:30pm Boy Scouts-down 

7 pm Al Anon -Brown 
 

 

18. 
 

10am Coffee & Conv.ñVan O 
4pm Cello-Brown 

5:30 pm Yoga-Sanc. 
  

19. 
 

7:30 am TOPS-Brown 
8am Men's Group 

1pm UMW Unit Mtg. -Van  O 
6pm Youth Group-Van O 
6pm Boy ScoutsñDown 

  

20. 
 

5pm TOPS-Van O 
5:30 pm Yoga-Sanc 

7pm Study Group-MR 
 

21. 
 

6pm TGIF Flock ðVan O 
 

22. 
 

EARTH DAY 

23. 
 

9:30 am Worship 
Fellowship following 

service 

Heritage Sunday 
 

___________________ 

30. 
9:30 am Worship 

Fellowship following 
service 

24. 
 

9am Sessions Planning-MR 
11am Covenant Group-Van O 

3:30pm Horn-Sanc 
4pm Cello-Brown 

6:00pm Girl Scouts SH 
6:30pm Boy Scouts-down 

7 pm Al Anon-Brown 
 
 
 
 

25. 
 

10am Coffee & Conv.ñVan O 
4pm Cello-Brown 

5:30 pm Yoga-Sanc. 
6:30 Boy ScoutsñSH 

26. 
 

7:30 am TOPS-Brown 
8am Men's Group 

6pm Youth Group-Van O  

27. 
 

5pm TOPS-Van O 
5:30 pm Yoga-Sanc 

7pm Study Group-MR 

28. 
 

1pm Chatty Hatters-Van O 

29. 

A p r i l  2 0 1 7  

SH~Social Hall 
Van O~ Van O. Hall 

Brown~Brown Parlor  
DownñDownstairs 
MRñMedia Room 
SancñSanctuary  

—————–———————-———-Family Promise Week———————————————- 

—————————————–—-—-Holy Week—————    ———.———————
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Taxi Service Available 
 

Diamond Cab Taxi Service is available for Sunday worship  service and all church meetings. 

It is paid for by the church. Call Diamond Cab at 453-3241. Give them enough time to make 

an appointment for you. Once you are at the church, just sign a voucher for their records.   

 

 

 

 

It comes around quickly, doesn’t it?! First United Methodist with First English 

Lutheran and Roe River Ward are hosting Family Promise the week of April         

2-9, 2017. Recruitment people for bed transfer are still needed on the morning of the 

9th. We have DVDs in all four guest rooms now, and laundry instructions are posted 

in the FUMC basement near the linens. Thanks to everyone for helping with this great 

effort!  Ruthann. 
 

Family Promise has two upcoming orientation opportunities       

 (**you must attend an orientation to overnight host/serve meals)  

1. April 19 at 6:00 p.m.—Bethel Lutheran Church (1009 18th Ave SW)   

2. May 30 at 7:00 p.m.—Holy Spirit Catholic Parish (201 44th Street   South)   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you would like to have an Easter Lily on the Altar on 

Easter morning, please fill out this form of the names of 

whom you would like to honor/or in memory of and re-

turn it to the church office.  You may bring your Lily any-

time the week before Easter Sunday. 

(you will need to purchase your own lily).  

We will have a special bulletin on Easter Sunday to celebrate these wonderful people. 

  

From: ______________________________________________________________________ 

In honor of: ________________________________________________________________ 

In memory of: _____________________________________________________________ 

 

Please have this form to the church by Tuesday, April 11. 
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Holy Week Schedule  
 

Palm Sunday, April 9, 2017 
Service at 9:30 a.m. with the U.M.W Spring                                  

Bake Sale at Fellowship 
 

Maundy Thursday , April 13, 2017 
Service at 6:00 p.m. 

Seder Supper with Communion  
 

Good Friday , April 14, 2017 

Service at 7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary 
 

Easter Sunday Sunrise Service, April 16, 2017                      
@7:00 a.m. at West Bank Park 

(behind Staybridge Hotel)  
 

Easter Breakfast 8-9:30 a.m. in the social hall 
 

Easter Sunday Service 
at 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

 
Easter Egg Hunt  

following service on the back lawn  
 

Please join us!  All are welcome!  
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The U.M.W.’s Spring Bake Sale 

 

Will occur on Sunday, April 9, (Palm Sunday) in the Van Orsdel Hall 

beginning immediately after the 9:30 a.m. worship service.  All kinds 

of goodies will be   offered for your enjoyment and to help you plan 

for your holiday guests.  We   welcome gifts from anyone who wishes 

to assist with this project to benefit Missions.  Please deliver donations 

to the Van Orsdel Hall by 9:30 a.m., and (if possible) price your own donations. 

 

A drawing for an Easter Basket will be held, with entries for the drawing being given to any-

one who makes a purchase. You do not have to be present to win—we deliver!    

 

U.M.W., April 19 

 

The U.M.W. Unit meeting will occur on Wednesday, April 19 at 1:00 p.m.  Sue Watson will 

preside and     special reports will be given.  The annual “Call to Prayer” service will be led by 

Lee Mattingly and includes a special offering.   Hostess will be Louise Falk.  

 

Members are continuing their personal gifts to The Legacy Fund, a national movement to    

create an endowment fund, celebrating in 2019, 150 years of organized service by women of 

the “The Methodist Church”. 

  A NICE INVITATION! 

 

All women of the church are invited by the U.M.W. of Christ Methodist Church to their                 

Annual “Spring Fling” Luncheon on Thursday, April 20, at 12:00 p.m.   This is always a lovely    

party and a chance to expand our friendships with other church women.  (To help with their 

planning, you are asked to call, by April 13, Karen Smith @ 406-761-3727, if you have not   

already made your reservation through our own Circle Chairman, Carol Perry).  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Anyone interested  in helping with 

cooking, serving or set up/down for 

the Easter breakfast, please contact 

Ken Thornton at 452-1909. 
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Heritage Sunday Celebration 
 

On Sunday, April 23, our Church will celebrate the 128th Anniversary of being a community of 

faith in Great Falls.,  The first building at our present location was built in 1888. 

 

Our Heritage Sunday Celebration will honor 37 persons who have been members for 50 years or 

more, plus 5 who have died since our celebration a year ago.  Doris Cladouhos now heads the      

Honor Roll with membership since 1933, 84 years.  This year two more members will be added to 

our “Heritage Honor Roll”.  

 

A POTLUCK LUNCHEON in the social hall will follow the worship service.  Everyone is invited!  

You are all encouraged to wear your nametags as we mix our very diverse age group for lunch and 

fellowship.  Nametags will be available for your guest and others.  Lets get to know each other!      

 

NURTURE TEAM 
 

Postmaster send address changes to: 

The FUMC Newsletter  

P.O. Box 1444 

Great Falls, MT  59403 

 

Sunday Worship Services is  

at  9:30  a.m. 


